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Oscularia cremnophila was first collected by the sec
ond author in 1995. Subsequent collections from the 
same locality were made in February 2004 by the first 
author and again in August 2004, with cuttings and seed col
lected for cultivation at Kirstenbosch National Botanical 
Garden.
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BORAGINACEAE

EHRETIA MAM/BIENSIS SUBSP. NAMIBIENSIS: A NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORD IN THE FLORA OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
(FSA) REGION

The genus Ehretia P. Browne is currently represented by 
six species and five subspecies in the FSA region (Retief 
2003). Ehretia namihiensis Retief & A.E.vanWyk subsp. 
namihiensis was previously known only from Namibia and 
Botswana, where it occurs in dry riverbeds and riverine 
woodland, in shallow soil, calcrete and on rocky outcrops 
(Retief & Van Wyk 2001). The first record (Bester 4773) of 
this species in South Africa was collected on Calmar Ranch, 
near Tolwe in the province of Limpopo (2328BA) some 18 
months ago. This area had been identified as under-collect
ed in terms of the number of specimens housed in the 
National Herbarium (PRE), and staff of the Herbarium 
made use of the opportunity to undertake a collecting trip to 
the area when they were invited to the ranch early in March 
2004. In general, large areas of the western borders of 
Limpopo and the northern and northwestern borders of the 
North-West are under-collected according to the PRECIS

database (National Herbarium. Pretoria Computerized 
Information System) at PRE. More field work in these areas 
is likely to yield more new distribution records.
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HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANICAL RESEARCH

The history of the Association dates back to 1960 
when Dr R.A. Dyer, then Chief of the Division of 
Botany. Department of Agriculture, created a book fund 
to enable the book Wild Flow ers o f  the Transvaal to be 
published pro hono publico. This was a private, non- 
profit-making fund to which sponsors were invited to 
contribute. After the book was successfully published, it 
was found that there was money left in the fund. Dr Dyer 
decided to build up the fund to promote scientific 
research by furthering: 1, the official journal of the 
Division. The Flowering Plants o f  Africa and its 
Afrikaans counterpart Die Blomplante van Afrika; 2. the

Mary Gunn Library, also of the Division; and 3, any 
botanical publication deserving financial support.

On 13 May 1991 the fund was converted into an asso
ciation as this was considered appropriate. The fund was 
renamed the Association for the Promotion o f Scientific 
Botanical Research. Management of the Association was 
entrusted to three trustees, all members of the Division of 
Botany (later to become the Botanical Research Institute, 
then the National Botanical Institute and presently the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute). The 
trustees were: Dr B. de Winter as Chairman. Dr D.J.B. 
Killick. and Dr O.A. Leistner as Honorary Secretary. The
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objectives of the Association remained virtually the 
same. Regular meetings were held mainly to discuss 
investments and disbursement of the Association's funds. 
Money from the Association was chiefly used to pay 
free-lance artists for plates executed for The Flowering 
Plants o f Africa! Die Blomplante van Afrika and incorp
orated in the Art Archives of the Institute.

No requests for financial support for the publication 
of botanical work were received by the Association, and 
since 1994 the Mary Gunn Library has not asked for sup
port. Consequently the Association focused increasingly 
on its first and most important objective, namely to sup
port the Institute in nurturing botanical art in Africa by 
means o f its publication The Flowering Plants o f Africa 
(its Afrikaans counterpart Die Blomplante van Afrika was 
discontinued). Eventually this became, in effect, the sole 
objective of the Association.

In 1996 Dr M.M. Wolfson, Director Research Services 
of the Institute, was added as a trustee, as it was consider
ed necessary to include a current member of the Institute in 
the management of the Association.

Gill Condy, since 1983 a resident artist o f the then 
Botanical Research Institute and now the South African 
National Biodiversity Institute, was instrumental in uti
lizing funds of the Association for the purchase of works

by a wide range of botanical artists, the restoration of art
works in the possession of the Institute and in the sale of 
back numbers of The Flowering Plants o f Africa!Die 
Blomplante van Afrika for the benefit o f the Association. 
Emsie du Plessis, a member of the Publication Section of 
the Institute, assisted with banking transactions and pay
ment of artists.

At a meeting of the Association, on 25 November
2004, it was decided to donate the assets o f the 
Association, including the artworks purchased with its 
funds, to the South African National Biodiversity 
Institute, as a gift to the Nation and for their exclusive 
use for the promotion of botanical art, particularly in 
Africa. Dr Wolfson assured the meeting that the financial 
assets o f the Association would be assigned to an 
Institute project fund for the exclusive use by the botan
ical artist(s). Thus, after 44 years of serving the interests 
o f South African botany, the Association ceased to exist.
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ASPHODELACEAE

GASTER1A TUKHELENSIS. A NEW’ SPECIES FROM KW AZULU-NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA

In 1993 a rubber canoe expedition was undertaken to 
investigate the vegetation and flora along the Tukhela River 
between Ngubevu and Jamieson’s Drift. Gasterias growing 
on the south-facing cliffs near the confluence with the 
Mzimnyati River (Buffalo River) were collected and proved 
to be difficult to relate to any of the species known at the 
time. The following year another expedition was arranged 
and the population studied in more detail. This led to the 
confirmation of a new cremnophilous species of Gasteria 
Duval endemic to the lower Tukhela River in central 
KwaZulu-Natal, here described as Gasteria tukhelensis.

G asteria tukhelensis Van Jaarsv., sp. nov., G. 
hatesianae affinis sed rosulis maioribus foliorum arcua- 
torum deltoideo-lanceolatorum vel loratorum 120-250 x 
30-50 mm, superficie laevi nitenti sed juventute subtu- 
berculata differt; etiam perianthio longiore, minus arcua- 
to, 40-43 mm longo, pedicellis 17 mm longis, capsula 
gracili, 23-32 mm longa differt.

TYPE.— KwaZulu-Natal, 2830 (Dundee): Ngubevu, 
sheer southwest rock face, (-DA), Van Jaarsveld, Voigt, 
Xaba & Harrower 17996 (NBG, holo.).

Plants acaulescent, decumbent, 250 mm tall, up to 
700 mm diam., proliferating from base and cluster-form
ing (3-8 heads). Roots succulent, up to 5 mm diam. 
Leaves rosulate, deltoid-lanceolate, 120-250 mm long, 
30-50 mm broad at base, falcate and curving upwards,

sometimes becoming recurved; adaxial surface deeply 
canaliculate, plane towards apex, faintly white-spotted; 
abaxial surface somewhat convex with a distinct, eccen
tric keel, faintly spotted, spots arranged in obscure trans
verse bands; both surfaces shiny, dark green with smooth 
epidermis; margin minutely denticulate to almost entire, 
apex acute or subacute, sometimes acuminate, mucro- 
nate. Juvenile leaves distichous, lorate, patent to ascend
ing; epidermis tuberculate, densely white-spotted, spots 
arranged in transverse bands; apex obtuse, mucronate. 
Inflorescence racemose with up to 11 pendent flowers, 
secundly arranged and open at the same time, up to 560 
mm long, bearing two horizontally spreading side 
branches up to 300 mm long. Scape 4 5 mm broad at 
base, flattened; portion of tloral bracts 7 x 2  mm, pilifer- 
ous; peduncular bracts present, slightly larger; pedicels 
slender, 10-17 mm long, pink. Perianth 40 -43 mm long, 
stipitate tor 3-4 mm; segments fused for their greater 
length (except the perianth apices and margins of the 
inner 3 segments), subcylindrical, curved in the middle 
(and with a slight constriction), lower portion o f perianth 
slightly decurved from narrowed central part; lower and 
upper half inflated to ± 6 mm diam., pink, upper half 
white with green striations; apices erect, becoming erect
ly spreading, obtuse; margins of inner segments free and 
channelled at base for 10-12 mm, diverging gradually 
towards apex. Stamens 34-37 mm long; anthers 3 x 1.5 
mm long, included or shortly exserted. Ovary 8 x 3  mm, 
green; style 31 mm long, stigma included or shortly


