ASTERACEAE

DICOMA PICTA. THE CORRECT NAME FOR CYPSELODONTIA ECKLONIANA

In 1838 De Candolle described the genus Cypse-
lodontia with one species, C. eckloniana DC. (Figure 4)
from the Uitenhage District in Eastern Cape (Figure 5).
Since then, no specimen of this taxon was collected or
identified in any South African herbarium. Several
authors referred to the genus (Harvey 1865; Bentham
1873; Hoffmann 1889; Marloth 1932; Phillips 1951,
Dyer 1975; Herman et al. 2000; Herman 2003) but
Bremer (1994), in his massive work on the genera of the
Asteraceae, did not mention the genus. When a previous

manuscript on the subject came back from referees, it
was pointed out that Cypselodontia had already been
sunk under Dicoma\ It could not be established who was
the first person to place the genus in synonomy. but in an
appendix containing an alphabetical list to genera in The
biology and chemistry' of the Compositae, vol. 2. edited
by Heywood et al. (1977), Cypselodontia was placed in
synonomy with Dicoma as Dicoma picta (Thunb.) Druce
(Figure 6). The introductory sentence to this appendix
stated that ‘the genera as recognized by the authors of the
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FIGURE 4.—Cypselodontia eckloniana in the Geneve Herbarium (G-
DC), Ecklon 270.

various tribal reviews, as given in this volume,”. A.L.
Cabrera compiled the chapter on the Mutisieae (pp.
1040-1066), but nowhere did he state the synonomy of
Cypselodontia.

FIGURE 5.—Distribution of Dicoma picta in southern Africa.
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FIGURE 6.—Portion of a Dicoma picta specimen in the National
Herbarium. Pretoria (PRE), collected by Erasmus ex Marloth
13720.

In view of the obscure publication of the synonomy
and because it has been overlooked for so many years, it
was decided to publish this short note for general infor-
mation:

Dicoma picta (Thunb.) Druce in Report of the
Botanical Exchange Club of the British Isles 1916: 619
(1917); Wilson: 385 (1923); N.Netnou & P.PJ.Herman:
210 (2003). Type: Cape, Thunberg, no further informa-
tion.

Leyssera picta Thunb.. Prodromus plantarum capensium 2: 160
(1800).

Cypselodontia eckloniana DC.: 286 (1838): Harv.:. 123 (1865),
Benth.: 332 (1873), O.Hoffm.: 204 (1889). Marloth: 236 (1932),
E.Phillips: 806.807 (1951); R.A Dyer: 690 (1975): P.PJ.Herman et al.:
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132 (2000); P.P.J.Herman: 209 (2003). Type: Eastern Cape, Uitenhage
District, Ecklon 270 (G-DC, holo.!; PRE, photo!).

Dicoma radiata Less.: 278 (1830). Type: Cape. Mundt & Maire, no
further information.
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