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South Africa, Western Cape, Tulbagh Waterfall, Ecklon Thereianthus lapeyrousioides var. elatior GJ.Lewis: 38 (1941), 
& Zeyher Irid. 189 (lecto., B!, designated by Goldblatt syn- nov- Type: South Africa, Western Cape, Ceres hills. L.Guthrie 
1989: 143; isolecto., MO!, S!). 220S (holo., BOL!).

Key to Thereianthus species

la Perianth tube short, 1—2 mm long, less than half as long as tepals and included in bracts; bracts 3—5 mm long; pollen exine reticulate
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ...  racemosus

lb Perianth tube well developed, at least 5 mm long, as long as or longer than bracts; bracts 3—18 mm long; pollen exine perforate:
2a Leaves sword-shaped to falcate, with definite midrib; flowers reddish purple; seeds fusiform with thread-like funicle......................T. minutus
-b  Leaves linear and subterete, or terete, without definite midrib; flowers white, mauve or bluish purple; seeds (as far as known) angular 

without thread-like funicle:
3a Spike lax with bracts short, 3—4 mm long, distant, less than half as long as internodes; leaves terete. ± filiform, less than 1 mm

diam.; perianth tube 12-20 mm lo n g ................................................................................................................................................ T. juncifolius
3b Spike dense with bracts 6-18 mm long, at least two intemodes long; leaves terete or flattened but not filiform, at least 1.5 mm diam.; 

perianth tube 10-45 mm long:
4a Perianth tube more than twice as long as bracts, 22-45 mm long:

5a Perianth tube 25-45 mm long; corm tunics of coarse fibres; anthers ± 6 mm long; bracts 12-18 mm lo n g ......................... T longicollis
5b Perianth tube 22-27 mm long; corm tunics of fine fibres: anthers 4-5 mm long; bracts 6-8 mm lo n g ....................................T. montanus

4b Perianth tube slightly longer than, to about twice as long as bracts, 10—16(-20) mm long:
6a Perianth tube filiform throughout, not widening above, clasping style; inflorescence compact, subcapitate; flowers white.

rarely pale mauve; style dividing opposite base of anthers......................................................................................................... j  ixioides
6b Perianth tube wider, cylindrical and dilating above, not clasping style; inflorescence elongate; flowers usually blue to violet or 

lilac, rarely whitish; style reaching to at least middle of anthers:
7a Tepals with 3 inconspicuous veins with spreading side branches; leaves with distinct and fairly prominent veins; flowers facing 

upwards with tepals spreading more or less horizontally; stamens erect with anthers facing lower tepals; filaments ±
4 mm long ........................................................................................................................................................................................j  spjcatus

7b Tepals with 3-5 prominent veins without side branches; leaves with veins not or scarcely visible; flowers facing sideways with 
tepals spreading almost vertically; stamens held horizontally with anthers facing dorsal tepal; filaments ± 10 mm long 
........................................................................................................................................................................................................  bracteolatus
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ASTERACEAE

DICOMA PICTA. THE CORRECT NAME FOR CYPSELODONTIA ECKLONIANA

In 1838 De Candolle described the genus Cypse- 
lodontia with one species, C. eckloniana DC. (Figure 4) 
from the Uitenhage District in Eastern Cape (Figure 5). 
Since then, no specimen of this taxon was collected or 
identified in any South African herbarium. Several 
authors referred to the genus (Harvey 1865; Bentham 
1873; Hoffmann 1889; Marloth 1932; Phillips 1951; 
Dyer 1975; Herman et al. 2000; Herman 2003) but 
Bremer (1994), in his massive work on the genera of the 
Asteraceae, did not mention the genus. When a previous

manuscript on the subject came back from referees, it 
was pointed out that Cypselodontia had already been 
sunk under Dicoma\ It could not be established who was 
the first person to place the genus in synonomy. but in an 
appendix containing an alphabetical list to genera in The 
biology and chemistry' o f the Compositae, vol. 2. edited 
by Hey wood et al. (1977), Cypselodontia was placed in 
synonomy with Dicoma as Dicoma picta (Thunb.) Druce 
(Figure 6). The introductory sentence to this appendix 
stated that ‘the genera as recognized by the authors of the
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FIGURE 4 .—Cypselodontia eckloniana in the Geneve Herbarium (G- 
DC), Ecklon 270.

various tribal reviews, as given in this volume,’. A.L. 
Cabrera compiled the chapter on the Mutisieae (pp. 
1040-1066), but nowhere did he state the synonomy of 
Cypselodontia.

FIGURE 5.—Distribution of Dicoma picta in southern Africa.

FIGURE 6 .—Portion of a Dicoma picta specimen in the National 
Herbarium. Pretoria (PRE), collected by Erasmus ex Marloth
13720.

In view of the obscure publication of the synonomy 
and because it has been overlooked for so many years, it 
was decided to publish this short note for general infor­
mation:

Dicoma picta (Thunb.) Druce in Report of the 
Botanical Exchange Club of the British Isles 1916: 619 
(1917); Wilson: 385 (1923); N.Netnou & P.PJ.Herman: 
210 (2003). Type: Cape, Thunberg, no further informa­
tion.

Leyssera picta Thunb.. Prodromus plantarum capensium 2: 160 
(1800).

Cypselodontia eckloniana DC.: 286 (1838): Harv.: 123 (1865), 
Benth.: 332 (1873), O.Hoffm.: 204 (1889). Marloth: 236 (1932), 
E.Phillips: 806.807 (1951); R.A Dyer: 690 (1975): P.PJ .Herman et al.:
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132 (2000); P.P.J.Herman: 209 (2003). Type: Eastern Cape, Uitenhage 
District, Ecklon 270 (G-DC, holo.!; PRE, photo!).

Dicoma radiata Less.: 278 (1830). Type: Cape. Mundt & Mai re, no 
further information.
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PTERIDOPHYTA

A NEW COMBINATION IN LASTREOPSIS (TECTARIACEAE) FROM MADAGASCAR

Dryopteris perrieriana C.Chr.. a species restricted to 
Madagascar, was first described and published by 
Christensen in 1925. Christensen placed the species in 
subgenus Eudryopteris, but noted that it differs from all 
other species in this subgenus in general habit, and in the 
pubescence of the rachis.

In spite of these remarks by Christensen (1925), the 
placing of the species was never challenged, but accept­
ed by Tardieu-Blot (1958) and Fraser-Jenkins (1986). 
Fraser-Jenkins (1986) included D. perrieriana in a small 
group of species he could not place in his classification. 
In 1981, however, Fraser-Jenkins made a note on the 
holotype suggesting it belongs to Ctenitis C.Chr. 
Holttum (1983) reviewed the Mascarene Island species 
of Ctenitis. but this species was not included. A combi­
nation in this genus appears never to have been made.

Whilst working on a taxonomic review of African and 
Madagascan Dryopteris, I had the opportunity to study 
the holotype of D. perrieriana housed in the British 
Museum Herbarium (BM), and an isotype in the Paris 
herbarium (P). The holotype consists of what appears to 
be a basal pinna fragment only, whereas the isotype con­
tains more complete material. These collections exhibit 
sufficient features for the species not to be included in 
Dryopteris as currently defined. The ctenitoid hairs 
occurring along the lamina axes and veins, the continu­
ous lamina axes sulci which are densely set with short 
ctenitoid hairs, the prominent ridges of the axes sulci 
which are continuous with the thickened lamina margin, 
and the centrally ridged sulci of at least the main lamina

axes, place D. perrieriana in the genus Lastreopsis Ching, 
as defined by Ching (1938) and Tindale (1965).

Tindale (1965), in her monograph of Lastreopsis, makes 
no mention of this species. Based on the evidence provid­
ed above and the fact that no name exists for the species in 
Lastreopsis, I propose the following combination:

Lastreopsis perrieriana (C.Chr.) J.P.Roux, comb.
nov.

Dryopteris perrieriana C.Chr. in Notes ptérido- 
logiques 16: 176, t. VIII (1925). Type: Madagascar: 
Forêt d'Analamazoatra 800 m. Déc., M IL  Perrier de la 
Báthie 6093 (BM!, holo., P000349499\, iso.).
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