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132 (2000); P.P.J.Herman: 209 (2003). Type: Eastern Cape, Uitenhage 
District, Ecklon 270 (G-DC, holo.!; PRE, photo!).

Dicoma radiata Less.: 278 (1830). Type: Cape. Mundt & Mai re, no 
further information.
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PTERIDOPHYTA

A NEW COMBINATION IN LASTREOPSIS (TECTARIACEAE) FROM MADAGASCAR

Dryopteris perrieriana C.Chr.. a species restricted to 
Madagascar, was first described and published by 
Christensen in 1925. Christensen placed the species in 
subgenus Eudryopteris, but noted that it differs from all 
other species in this subgenus in general habit, and in the 
pubescence of the rachis.

In spite of these remarks by Christensen (1925), the 
placing of the species was never challenged, but accept
ed by Tardieu-Blot (1958) and Fraser-Jenkins (1986). 
Fraser-Jenkins (1986) included D. perrieriana in a small 
group of species he could not place in his classification. 
In 1981, however, Fraser-Jenkins made a note on the 
holotype suggesting it belongs to Ctenitis C.Chr. 
Holttum (1983) reviewed the Mascarene Island species 
of Ctenitis. but this species was not included. A combi
nation in this genus appears never to have been made.

Whilst working on a taxonomic review of African and 
Madagascan Dryopteris, I had the opportunity to study 
the holotype of D. perrieriana housed in the British 
Museum Herbarium (BM), and an isotype in the Paris 
herbarium (P). The holotype consists of what appears to 
be a basal pinna fragment only, whereas the isotype con
tains more complete material. These collections exhibit 
sufficient features for the species not to be included in 
Dryopteris as currently defined. The ctenitoid hairs 
occurring along the lamina axes and veins, the continu
ous lamina axes sulci which are densely set with short 
ctenitoid hairs, the prominent ridges of the axes sulci 
which are continuous with the thickened lamina margin, 
and the centrally ridged sulci of at least the main lamina

axes, place D. perrieriana in the genus Lastreopsis Ching, 
as defined by Ching (1938) and Tindale (1965).

Tindale (1965), in her monograph of Lastreopsis, makes 
no mention of this species. Based on the evidence provid
ed above and the fact that no name exists for the species in 
Lastreopsis, I propose the following combination:

Lastreopsis perrieriana (C.Chr.) J.P.Roux, comb.
nov.

Dryopteris perrieriana C.Chr. in Notes ptérido- 
logiques 16: 176, t. VIII (1925). Type: Madagascar: 
Forêt d'Analamazoatra 800 m. Déc., M IL  Perrier de la 
Báthie 6093 (BM!, holo., P000349499\, iso.).
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FABACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF ACACIA (MIMOSOIDEAE) FROM THE PROVINCE OF LIMPOPO. SOUTH AFRICA

INTRODUCTION

In March 1972. W.F. Stuurman collected material of a 
peculiar, large-leaflet Acacia Mill, near Burgersfort, in 
the province of Limpopo (then eastern Transvaal). South 
Africa. Burgersfort and its surrounds form part of the 
Sekhukhuneland Centre of Endemism (Van Wyk & 
Smith 2001), a region traditionally inhabited mainly by 
people of the Pedi cultural group. No other specimens 
matching the nine sheets of Stuurman W34 were found in 
subsequent years (Ross 1975, 1978. 1979). The identity 
of this Acacia remained uncertain and the collection in 
some respects vanished into obscurity. In the course of 
taxonomic work on the genus Acacia in southern Africa, 
the First author embarked on a dedicated search for plants 
matching the Stuurman collection. An area within a 10 
km arc north of Burgersfort was targeted, especially an 
isolated quartzite mountain surrounded by rock strata of 
the prevailing Bushveld (Igneous) Complex. In March 
2003, plants matching the original collection were dis
covered in the designated area. Field observations and a 
comparative morphological study confirmed that the 
plants represent a distinct new species of Acacia sub
genus Acacia that is here formally described. Ross 
(1975, 1978, 1979) provides comments on and a provi
sional description of Stuurman W34 as an “insufficiently 
known species’. The present contribution has benefited 
greatly from Ross’s pioneering work.

Acacia sekhukhuniensis PJ.H.Hurter, sp. nov.. 
ab A. robusta floribus luteis (non cremeis). anthesi medio 
aestate (non primo vemifera), leguminibus chartaceis 
(non lignosis) semina pauciora minora continentibus. et 
foliolis maioribus cum nervis prominentibus in superfi- 
cie abaxiali differt. Etiam ab A. karroo foliis glandu- 
laribus, foliolis valde maioribus, pedunculo longiori, 
corolla breviori et leguminibus inter seminibus non con- 
strictis differt.

TYPE. — Limpopo. 2430 (Pilgrim's Rest): Sekhukhune
land. Farm Schlickmannskloof 258KT, 1 324 m, (-CB).
26-11-2003, T. Mukoma & PJ.H. Hurter 17 (PRE. holo.; 
NBG, PRU, iso.).

Illustration: Ross: 145, fig. 130(1979).

Small tree up to 3.5 m tall, trunk slender. Branches fasti- 
giate. ascending, striate, blackish brown; new growth con
spicuously striate, ferruginous. Stipules in pairs, spines- 
cent, 30-50 mm long, white, glabrous, attenuate, pungent.

antrorse. basally thickened. Bark coarsely flaking or split
ting to reveal a reddish brown inner layer on young shoots. 
Leaves dull green, glabrous, bipinnately compound, pulvi- 
nus yellow at maturity; petiole sulcate. 0.5-20.0 mm long; 
primary leaves with large, raised, crateriform. petiolar nec
tary gland, often absent in secondary leaves; rachis sulcate, 
0-20 mm long, terminating in a short, rigid, persistent, 
deflexed hook or claw, at least one nectary gland at junc
tion of distal pinna pair; rachillae 1 pair on secondary 
leaves. 2 to 3 pairs on primary leaves, distichous, 30-65 
mm long, midrib raised, dotted with small raised glandular 
structures between each leaflet pair, terminating in a short, 
rigid, persistent, de flexed hook or claw: leaflets distichous. 
5-9 pairs per rachillae. oblong to obovate-oblong. 8-18 x
3-9 mm. entire, eglandular. apex mucronulate. terminal 
pairs largest, asymmetrical, base oblique, midrib and usu
ally several other basal and lateral veins ± raised and con
spicuous on abaxial surface only. Inflorescences capitate, 
globose, bright yellow. 6-16 mm diam., borne on new 
growth, fascicled on axillary peduncles; peduncle 24-45 
mm long, glabrous below involucel. or with few random, 
small yellow glands above involucel, glutinous when 
young, often with shards of villose hairs; involucel 
bracteate. 1.0- 2.2 mm long, halfway to two thirds up the 
peduncle, dotted with small red glands, androgenous flo
rets always present between bracts. Flowers bright yellow, 
dichlamydeous. Bracteole spatulate. glandular, apices with 
sparse villose hairs. Calyx campanulate, pentamerous. 
glabrous. 2.0-2.5 mm long, ascending, apices weakly 
pubescent, clasping corolla. Corolla campanulate. pen
tamerous, membranaceous: lobes ± united, free above 
calyx, ligulate. 2.5—3.2 mm long, ascending, edges and 
apex papillate. Stamens numerous; filaments 6.0-7.5 mm 
long. Ovary slightly stipitate. ventricose. septate. 2-3 mm 
long, surface with a few pusticulate waxy globules: sty le 
2-3 mm long. Pods dehiscent, falcate, complanate, valves 
venous. 40-115 x 6-11 mm. 4-10-seeded. sparsely cov
ered w ith a few non-pustular glands, margins not constrict
ed between seeds at maturity. Seeds elliptic. 6-11 x 4-6 
mm. areole elliptic. 4-6 x 2-4 mm. Figure 7.

Diagnostic features and affinities: Acacia sekhukhu- 
niensis is unlikely to be confused w ith any other species 
of Acacia in Africa: in the field it superficially resembles 
Albizia anthelmintica on account of its exceptionally 
large leaflets. Ross (1975. 1979) provisionally compared 
A. sekhukliuniensis with both A. karroo Hayne and the 
sympatric A. robusta Burch, subsp. robusta: he also allud
ed to the possibility that it might be of hybrid origin. 
However. A. sekhukliuniensis differs markedly from both 
these taxa. The inflorescences and flowers of A. robusta


