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Notes on African plants

ASTERACEAE-ANTHEMIDEAE

REDUCTION OF FOVEOLINA ALB1DA TO FOVEOLINA DICHOTOMA

In the past it has been difficult to distinguish between 
Foveolina albida (DC.) Kiillersjo and F. dichotoma 
(DC.) Kiillersjo, resulting in a rather confused collection 
of herbarium specimens. These two species were consid
ered species of Matricaria by Harvey in Flora capensis 
(1865). Harvey (1865) regards Matricaria dichotoma 
(DC.) Fenzl ex Harv. to be near M. alhida (DC.) Fenzl ex 
Harv.. but the leaves are less compound. In M. dichotoma 
the leaves are simple pinnatisect. the lobes fiat and lin
ear. whereas in M. alhida the leaves are bipinnatisect. 
and the lobes and lobules narrow. Kiillersjo (1988) dis
tinguishes between the two species on the shape of the 
corolla of the disc florets. In F. dichotoma, the corolla 
limb is broadly campanulate and the tube conspicuously 
dilated at the base. In F. alhida on the other hand, the 
limb is not broadly campanulate and the tube is almost 
cylindrical. After careful scrutiny of all the specimens of 
these two species in NBG. no distinct difference between 
the two species could be found. Sometimes in a single 
specimen both simple pinnatisect and bipinnatisect 
leaves occur. Similarly the limb of the corolla can be 
broadly to narrowly campanulate and the tube may vary 
from almost cylindrical to dilated at the base within one 
specimen. In the distinguishing characters of Harvey 
(1865) and Kiillersjo (1988) there is a gradation from the 
one form to the other. Since these two species are con- 
specific. F. alhida is placed into synonomy under F. 
dichotoma. Both species were described in the same pub
lication under the different genera (De Candolle 1838). 
Since F. dichotoma is the type species of the genus 
(Kiillersjo 1988), it is therefore chosen here to represent 
the species.

Foveolina dichotoma (DC.) Kdllersjo in Botanical 
Journal of the Linnean Society 96: 319 (1988). Pentzia 
dichotoma DC.: 138 (1838). Matricaria dichotoma (DC.) 
Fenzl ex Harv.: 167 (1865). Type: ad Caput Bonae Spei 
prope Olifantsrivier. Dr'ege s.n. (G-DC. holo.; K!, S).

Tanacetum albidum DC.: 132(1838). Matricaria albida (DC.) Fenzl 
ex Harv.: 166 (1865). Pentzia albida (DC.) Hutch.: 250 (1917). 
Foveolina albida (DC.) Kiillersjo: 319 (1988). Type: ad Caput Bonae 
Spei in Klein Namaqualand. Drêge s.n. (G-DC. holo.-PRE. microfiche!).

Pentzia annua DC.: 138 (1838). Type: ad Caput Bonae Spei in 
regione Gariepina. Drêge s.n. (G-DC. holo.-PRE. microfiche!).

Matricaria hirsutifolia S.Moore: 1019 (1904). Type: Gross- 
Namaland. Dinter 1221 (not seen).
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ASTERACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF ARCTOTHECA FROM NORTHERN CAPE. SOUTH AFRICA

Arctotheca niarginata Beyers, sp. now. habitu A. 
prostratae (Salisb.) Britten similis sed foliis lineari-ellip- 
ticis vel lineari-obovatis, adaxiale tomentosis, abaxiale 
coactis, margine erosa revoluto distincte aculeato. 
involucro abaxiale coacto, pappo fiosculorum discorum 
squamis 7-10 hyalinis differt.

TYPE.—Northern Cape. 3119 (Calvinia): Nieuwoudt
ville. Farm Grootvlei. along edge of pan. ± 760 m. (-AC). 
23-11-2001. Bosenherg / (NBG. holo.; BOL. K. MO. PRE).

Perennial, tufted, stoloniferous herb. Stem prostrate. 
nx)ting at nodes. Leaves alternate, petiolate; blade linear- 
elliptic or linear-obovate in outline, 35-75 x 3-10 mm. 
adaxially tomentose. abaxially felted, margin erose. revo
lute and distantly aculeate; petiole 25-70 x 2-3 mm. up to 
7 mm w ide at base, felted. Capitula heterogamous. radiate.

solitary on long peduncles: peduncles 40-80 mm long, felt
ed. Involucre widely cup-shaped. 10-13 mm diam. 
Involucral bracts 5- or 6-seriate. imbricate; outer narrowly 
ovate or narrowly oblong with acute apex. 2.8-4.7 x
0.9-1.0 mm. coriaceous, abaxially felted: inner gradually 
larger, narrow ly elliptic to elliptic with acute apex, coria
ceous. abaxially felted: innermost elliptic to obovate. 6-9 x 
2.2-2.3 mm. with broad scarious margin, central coria
ceous portion abaxially tomentose. apex rounded to obtuse. 
Receptacle fiat, honeycombed, fimbrilliferous. Ray florets 
neuter. 13 or 14: tube cylindrical. 2.0-24 mm long: lami
na spreading, narrow ly elliptic. 8.7-9.2 x 1.7-2.0 mm. yel
low above, reddish brown below. 4-veined. apically 
minutely 3-lobed: vestigial staminodes 2-4; ovary with 
aborted style: pappus absent. Disc florets bisexual, numer
ous; corolla yellow, narrowly cyathiform tapering into tube 
below. 3.4-44 x 1.0-1.2 mm: corolla lobes 5, ascending.


