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hairs to the distinctly glandular hairs in Cartonema. The 
hairs in Cartonema philydroides F.Muell. are similar to 
those of Triceratella but differ in being longer, thicker, 
more tapered from the base, with a smaller, but distinct­
ly enlarged terminal cell (Faden unpublished). When pre­
sent in other genera, e.g. Tinantia, such hairs are normal­
ly confined to the reproductive parts, such as the sepals, 
pedicels and inflorescence axes. The presence of such 
glandular hairs on the vegetative parts of Cartonema and 
Triceratella is exceptional in Commelinaceae, and is a 
defining character of subfamily Cartonematoideae, as is 
the absence of true glandular microhairs (Faden 
1998).The resemblance of some hairs in Triceratella to 
glandular microhairs, supports the conclusion of 
Tomlinson (1964) that Triceratella forms a link between 
Cartonema and the rest of the Commelinaceae.

Sepal hairs

The hairs on the sepals (Figure 6D, E) closely resem­
ble those on the vegetative parts. While they do not 
exactly match the distinctly glandular hairs on some 
Cartonema species, e.g. C. philydroides, they closely 
resemble hairs on the vegetative parts of some undeter­
mined Cartonema collections in the US National 
Herbarium (US).

In conclusion, the similarity of unusual seed and tri- 
chome morphologies in Triceratella and Cartonema 
strongly supports their relationship and their treatment as 
the separate subfamily Cartonematoideae. This study does 
not, however, provide the final verdict as to whether the 
hairs observ ed in Triceratella are glandular in nature or not.

Although they come from different habitats, the new 
specimen and the type collection both were growing in 
wet sand. This information might prove valuable in help­
ing to identify other areas where this species might be 
found. Until, and unless additional populations of this 
species are found, it must be considered to be Critically 
Endangered according to the new IUCN Red Data List 
categories (IUCN 1994).
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ASPHODELACEAE

JODRELLIA F1STULOSA, A NEW GENERIC RECORD FOR THE FLORA OF SOUTHERN AFRICA REGION

Jodrellia Baijnath, described in 1978 (Baijnath 
1978), is a small genus of about three species. Currently 
it is regarded as having an uncertain generic circum­
scription (Kativu 1996). It was initially segregated from 
Bulhine Wolf on the basis of tepal nervation and rela­
tive width: in Bulhine they are I-nerved, whereas in 
Jodrellia the inner ones are 1-nerved and the outer ones
3- 5-nerved; in Bulhine the inner ones arc wider than 
the outer, whereas in Jodrellia the reverse occurs 
(Baijnath 1978). Recent DNA studies have shown that 
Jodrellia may in fact be related to Trachyandra Kunth 
rather than Bulhine (Baijath pers. comm., cited by 
Kativu 1996).

The new record is from the extreme eastern part of the 
Caprivi Strip, Namibia, botanically a poorly known area 
of the Flora o f southern Africa region. It matches well the 
PRE specimens of Jodrellia fistulosa (Chiov.) Baijnath 
from Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Zambia, which have non- 
inllated fruits. The type, Chiovenda 557, is from the 
apparently disjunct northern Ethiopian/Eritrean popula­
tions. This specimen is in poor condition and it is impos­
sible to decide whether the fruits are mature, and if not, 
whether they would be inflated at maturity. There is thus 
a possibility that the southern populations may represent 
a distinct entity. Kativu (1996) provides a distribution 
map of Jodrellia fistulosa for the Flora zamhesiaca area.



40 Bothalia 31,1 (2001)

FIGURE 7.—Distribution of Jodrellia fistulosa (Chiov.) Baijnath in 
southern Africa.

The new locality (Figure 7) is not very far from the west­
ernmost record cited by Kativu (1996), i.e. Machili, 
Zambia (16°51 S; 25°07 E). The habitat is fairly typical 
for the species, i.e. Colophospermum mopane (Benth.) 
J.Leonard woodland, in sandy soil.

Specimen examined

NAMIBIA.— 1724 (Katima Mulilo): 29 km SE of Katima Mulilo 
on Ngome road, (-DA), Venter, Hahn & Archer 128 (PRE, WIND).
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ANTHERICACEAE

THE CORRECT NAME IN CHLOROPHYTUM FOR ANTHER/CUM LONG1STYLUM

Until recently, the generic limits defined by Ober- 
meyer (1962) for the southern African species of 
Anthericum L. and Chlorophytum Ker Gawl. have re­
mained unchallenged. A study of these genera by Nordal 
et al. (1990) showed that the genus Anthericum is mainly 
European, and in Africa should be applied in a restricted 
sense only, with about three species south of the Sahara 
(Nordal & Thulin 1993), necessitating the transfer of the 
remaining African species south of the Sahara to 
Chlorophytum. Kativu (1993) thus made 23 new combi­
nations for taxa in the Flora zambesiaca area, including 
those with ranges extending into southern Africa.

One of the species recognized by Obermeyer (1962) 
is Anthericum longistylum Baker (1876), a distinctive 
taxon occurring in the northern and eastern parts of 
the Flora o f southern Africa region (Figure 8) plus 
Zimbabwe. Obermeyer lists as a synonym Anthericum

FIGURE 8.—Distribution of Chloropytum recurvifolium (Baker) C.Archer 
& Kativu in southern Africa.

polyphyllum Baker (1896). Due to the pre-existing 
Chlorophytum longistylum Poelln. (1946), Kativu could 
not transfer Anthericum longistylum to Chlorophytum, 
but he was apparently unaware of the pre-existing C. 
polyphyllum (Baker) Poelln. (1946), based on Dasy- 
stachys polyphylla Baker (1898), now considered by 
Nordal et al. (1997) to be a synonym of Chlorophytum 
suffruticosum Baker, an East African species. Kativu 
illegitimately transferred Anthericum polyphyllum  
Baker (1896) as Chlorophytum polyphyllum (Baker) 
Kativu. A new combination in Chlorophytum is there­
fore required for our species. Fortunately there is anoth­
er epithet available for this taxon: Obermeyer (1962) 
places Anthericum recurvifolium Baker as a synonym of 
Anthericum longistylum. The new combination is affect­
ed here.

Chlorophytum recurvifolium (Baker) C.Archer
& Kativu, comb. nov. Type: Zimbabwe, Mashonaland,
6-Mile Spruit near Salisbury [now Harare], Cecil 143 
(K, holo.).

Anthericum recurvifolium Baker in Kew Bulletin 1906: 28 (1906).

Anthericum longistylum Baker: 305 (1876); Baker: 381 (1896); 
Obermeyer: 686 (1962). Type: South Africa, ‘Transvaal’, without pre­
cise locality, Baines s.n. (K, holo.).

Anthericum polyphyllum Baker: 383 (18%). Chlorophytum poly­
phyllum (Baker) Kativu: 63 (1993), non C. polyphyllum (Baker) 
Poelln. (1946). Type: South Africa, Mpumalanga, near Barberton, 
Galpin 1149 (K, holo.; GRA, PRE).
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