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CONVALLARIACEAE

A NEW COMBINATION IN ERIOSPERMUM

In 1872 J.G. Baker described the species Anthericum 
flagelliforme from material at Kew that had been collect­
ed by Joseph Burke in South Africa on his trip through 
the country in 1841-1842. The collection comprises 
rather withered inflorescences, without leaves or root- 
stock (Baker noted at the time that the leaves w ere per­
haps developed at a different time to the flowers). Baker 
later transferred the species to Schizobasis, obviously 
impressed by the persistent inflorescence axis which, 
like that of Schizobasis, remains green and photosynthet­
ic for some time after the flowers have abscised. He dis­
tinguished it from the other species of Schizobasis w hich 
he recognized by the erect, unbranched inflorescence. 
Burke’s companion on the trip, C.F. Zevher. also collect­
ed specimens of this taxon in the Magaliesberg. and the 
sheet deposited in the South African Museum collection 
(SAM 22787) bears the much more prescient determina­
tion 'Eriospermum' in Zeyher's hand. Examination of 
the Burke and Zeyher material reveals that it lacks the 
spurred bracts and marcesant flowers which are charac­
teristic of Schizobasis and its other urgineoid allies. The 
collections in fact accord in all respects with Eriosper­
mum abyssinicum Baker, probably the most common and 
widespread species in the genus (Perry 1994). This 
species was described by Baker in 1876 in the same pub­
lication in which he transferred Anthericum flagelliforme 
to Schizobasis. The name Anthericum flagelliforme is 
now the earliest available name for the species currently 
known as Eriospermum abyssinicum and is accordingly 
removed from the synonymy of Schizobasis volubilis,

where it was placed by Jessop (1977). The name 
Eriospermum abyssinicum Baker becomes a taxonomic 
synonym of Eriospermum flagelliforme. A full synono- 
my of E. abyssinicum is given in Perry (1994).

Eriospermum flagelliforme (Baker) J.C. Manning, 
comb. nov.

Anthericum flagelliforme Baker in Journal o f Botany 1: 140 (1872). 
Schizobasis flagelliformis (Baker) Baker: 261 (1876). Type: South 
Africa, Apies River (Aapages River), Burke s.n. (K!, holo.).

Eriospermum abyssinicum Baker: 263 (1876). Type: Ethiopia, 
Gallabat. Gendua. Schweinfurth 26 (K. lecto.; G). syn. nov.
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HEPATICAE AND ZANNICHELLIACEAE

NEW RECORDS FROM AN EPHEMERAL PAN. BLOUVLEI, IN WESTERN CAPE, SOUTH AFRICA

Seasonal vleis and ephemeral pans w ere once common 
in the vicinity of Cape Tow n, but have now all but disap­
peared as a consequence of urban development, freshen­
ing of previously saline systems or eutrophication. 
Blouvlei, probably the last ephemeral pan within the 
Cape Metropolitan Area, w as incorporated into a business 
park. Century City, during 1997 (Lochner & Rossouw 
1997). As part of the Environmental Management Plan 
for this development, an eight-hectare portion of the orig­
inal vlei environment was rehabilitated (alien removal) 
and conserved. Blouvlei has been classified by the 
Botanical Society as one of 37 Core Conservation Areas 
on the Cape Flats (Maze & Rebelo 1999).

Associated w ater quality

Surface water quality in the ephemeral pans on this 
site is typically heavily humic-stained and saline, reach­
ing salinities in excess of 40 parts per thousand during 
the last weeks in which the pans contain water.

Composition of the major ions is typically Na > Mg > Ca 
> K. and Cl > S 0 4. At the time of the collections report­
ed on here. i.e. August 1998, concentrations of the major 
ions were (in mg per liter; corresponding values for July 
1999 in parentheses): K = 94 (55); Na = 3813 (2908); Ca 
= 232 (174); Mg = 509 (400); Sulphate =1217 (1142) 
and chloride = 7010 (4863). The pH of the water was 9.6 
(8.5). and the alkalinity (as CaCO?) was 246 mg per liter.

HEPATICAE

Riella purpureospora

Riella purpureospora Wigglesworth (Sphaerocar­
pales) is an annual, salt-tolerant aquatic liverwort, first 
described from the Cape Peninsula (Wigglesworth 1937; 
Proskauer 1955). It was last collected in 1954 by Mr S. 
Garside who worked on bryophytes at the Bolus Her­
barium. Cape Town. No collections were recorded dur­
ing the subsequent 44 years until the senior author found


