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emerges from the uppermost leaf. Furthermore O. genic- 
ulatum is found in the Richtersveld only under moist, fog 
dependent conditions in shady places.

Plants associated with O. decus-montium include sev
eral species which occur mainly in the arid eastern lower 
Orange River floristic zone, viz. Tylecodon hallii, 
Schwantesia herrei, Conophytum loeschianum. Stoeberia 
carpii and Astridia hallii. Arid associates which have dis
tributions beyond the lower Orange River valley also 
occur nearby: Pachypodium namaquanum. Euphorbia 
virosa, Sarcocaulon flavescens, Hoodia gordonii, H. 
alstonii, Crassula garibina. the asclepiad Pentarrhinum 
abyssinicum  subsp. angolense and the trees Maerua 
schinzii and M. gilgii-
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OXALIDACEAE 

TAXONOMIC DELIMITATION OF OXAIJS ENGLERIANA

In the most recent revision of Oxalis L. in southern 
Africa, Salter (1944) regards O. engleriana Schltr. and
O. henrici F.Bolus as two separate species in the section 
Angustatae subsection Multifoliatae. He does, however, 
mention that O. henrici was only known to him from the 
type specimen | Bolus 13079, Worcester Division; near 
De Dooms, (BOL)] and comments on its close morpho
logical affinity with O. engleriana. The type specimen of
O. henrici appears to be starved and the leaves are under
developed. Based on field observations, Bayer (pers. 
comm.) regards O. engleriana and O. henrici as conspe- 
cific. No constant interspecific morphological evidence 
could be found to justify their separate taxonomic status.

In a comprehensive palynological review of the 
southern African members of Oxalis, Dreyer (1996) 
found the pollen of these two species to be identical, but 
quite different to that of the rest of the genus. Both have 
reticulate grains with large, open luminae. prominent 
intraluminary bacules and very distinct supratectal spin- 
ules. Elsewhere in the genus, such unique deviations

from the basic reticulate pattern always occur in mono- 
typic groups. Although palynological evidence alone is 
mostly not enough to substantiate taxonomic delimita
tions, we believe that in this instance it provides conclu
sive support to place O. henrici in synonymy under the 
older name O. engleriana.
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