
192 Bothalia 28,2 (1998)

CLARKE, C.B. 1897/1898. Cyperaceae. In W.T. Thiselton-Dyer. Flora 

capensis 7: 149-310. Reeve, London.

CLARKE, C.B. 1908. New genera and species of Cyperaceae. Kew Bul

letin, add. ser. 8.

COMPTON, R.H. 1976. The Flora of Swaziland. Journal of South 

African Botany. Suppl. Vol. 11.

FORBES, PL 1987. Cyperaceae. In T.K. Lowrey & S. Wright, The 

Flora of the Witwatersrand Vol. 1. The Monocotyledonae: 

29-64. Witwatersrand University Press, Johannesburg.

GILLY, C.L. 1943. An Afro-South American Cyperaceous complex. Brit- 

tonia 5: 1-20.

GOETGHEBEUR, P 1985. Studies in Cyperaceae 6. Nomenclature of 

the suprageneric taxa in the Cyperaceae. Taxon 34: 617-632.

GORDON-GRAY, K.D. 1972. Cyperaceae. In J.H Ross, Flora of Natal. 

Memoirs of the Botanical Survey of South Africa No. 39: 99- 

103.

GORDON-GRAY, K.D. 1995. Cyperaceae in Natal Strelitzia 2.

HAINES, R W & LYE, K.A. 1983. The sedges and rushes of East 

Africa: 363 East African Natural History Society, Nairobi.

KATIVU, S 1994. Notes on Coleochloa Gilly (Cyperaceae) in the Flora 

zambesiaca area. Kirkia 15: 33-37.

LEBRUN, J -P. & STORK, A L 1995. Énumération des plantes á 

fleurs d'Afrique tropicale Vol. Ill— Monoctylédones: Limno- 

charitaceae á Poaceae. Conservatoire et Jardin botanique de la 

Ville de Geneve, Geneve.

NELMES, E. 1954. Notes on Cyperaceae: XXXI. The Afncan genus 

Coleochloa. Kew Bulletin 1953: 373-381.

POREMBSKI, S. & BARTHLOTT, W. 1995 On the occurrence of a 

velamen radicum in Cyperaceae and Velloziaceae. Nordic Jour

nal of Botany 15: 625-629.

RAYNAL, J. 1963. Notes cypérologiques. 1. Afrotrilepis, nouveau genre 

africain. Adansonia, sér. 2, 3: 250-265.

RIDLEY, H N. 1883. Descriptions and notes on new or rare 

Monocotyledones plants from Madagascar, with one from 

Angola. Journal of the Linnean Society Botany 20: 337.

SCHÓNLAND, S. 1922. Introduction to South Afncan Cyperaceae. 

Memoirs of the Botanical Survey of South Africa No. 3. 

Government Printer, Pretoria

C ARCHER*

* National Botanical Institute, Private Bag X 101, 0001 Pretona. 

MS. received: 1997-04-23.

ASTERACEAE

KEY TO THE SPECIES OF THE GENUS HERTIA IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

New combinations of the species of Hertia Less, in 
southern Africa were made in different books or journals:

H. alata (Thunb.) Kuntze (Kuntze 1891), H. ciliata 
(Harv.) Kuntze (Kuntze 1891; Merxmiiller 1967), H. 
cluytiifolia (DC.) Kuntze (Kuntze 1891), H. kraussii 
(Sch.Bip.) Fourc. (Fourcade 1941), H. pallens (DC.) 
Kuntze (Kuntze 1891; Merxmiiller 1967). A key to only 

two of the species (H. ciliata and H. pallens) is given in 
Merxmiiller (1967). A practical key is presented here to 

distinguish between the southern African species for use 
in the herbarium:

1 a Heads radiate.................................................................. H. pallens

lb Heads disciform:

2a Heads 5-20 per corymb; corymbs numerous...................H alata

2b Heads solitary, terminal on branches or in leaf axils:

3a Pedicels 2-8 x longer than leaves........................... H. kraussii

3b Pedicels shorter, ± half to one and a half times longer 

than leaves:

4a Leaves obovate-elliptic, obtuse, entire, drying pale . . .

.................................................................... H. cluytiifolia

4b Leaves cuneate-oblong, 3-5-toothed, drying dark H ciliata
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AMARYLLIDACAE: AMARYLLIDEAE 

A NEW SPECIES OF AMARYLLIS FROM THE RICHTERSVELD, SOUTH AFRICA

INTRODUCTION

With a taxonomic history of just over 350 years, the 
monotypic genus Amaryllis L. is considered to be one of 
South Africa’s most important and widely grown orna
mental taxa (Ferrari 1633; Dyer 1955). Amaryllis bel
ladonna L. is currently cultivated in many countries 
throughout the world. In the wild, however, the species is 
well documented as endemic to the Cape Floristic 
Region, where it is restricted to the Western Cape (Bond 
& Goldblatt 1984). The recent discovery of a large pop

ulation of Amaryllis plants in the Richtersveld. a particu
larly arid region of the Succulent Karoo Biome in the 
remote northwestern Cape, consequently engendered a 
great deal of surprise and focused attention on the need 
for a taxonomic reassessment of the genus.

Leafing bulbs of the Richtersveld population were 
first collected at Paradyskloof by Prof. N. du Plessis and 
Prof. G. Delpierre in 1978, by Mr E.J. van Jaarsveld in 
1993, and by the first author in 1996. The cultivated col
lections maintained in the Kirstenbosch National Botanic 
Garden nursery, however, have thus far failed to flower. 
Flowers were first recorded in the wild by Mr J. 
Domroch, a Richtersveld Park ranger, who presented the 
second author with a single pressed flower in April 1996. 
This collection was added to one year later when the sec
ond author, while completing a floristic survey of the 
Richtersveld National Park, found the population at 
Paradyskloof flowering en masse. From the beautiful 
pink flowers the plants were tentatively identified as an 
Amaryllis, and this was later confirmed by the appear
ance of the fruits. A systematic study of the population


