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Notes on African plants

VARIOUS AUTHORS

BORAGINACEAE 

TYPIFICATION OF THE SECTIONS IN LOBOSTEMON

Levyns (1934) subdivided Lobostemon Lehm. into five 
sections without typifying them. According to Art. 10.1 
of the ICBN (Greuter et al. 1994). any subdivision of a 
genus must be typilied. For purposes of designation or 
citation of a type, the species name alone suffices. Fur­
thermore. Art. 10. 2 of the ICBN (Greuter et al. 1994) 
states that if no type of a previously or simultaneously 
published species name was included in the protologue of 
the subdivision, a type must be otherwise chosen.

Lobostemon Lehm. is typified by L. echioides Lehm. 
This species is placed in L evyns’ (1934) section 
Echioides. Art. 22.1 of the ICBN (Greuter et al. 1994) 
stipulates that the name of any subdivision of a genus that 
includes the type of the adopted, legitimate name of the 
genus to which it is assigned is to repeat that generic 
name unaltered as its epithet.

Therefore, Levyns' (1934) Lobostemon section Echioides 
should be Lobostemon section Lobostemon. typified by L  
echioides Lehm.; Lobostemon section Argentei Levyns should 
be typified by L  argenieus (Berg.) Buek.: Lobostemon section 
Trichotomi levyns by L  trichotomus (Thunb.) DC.: and L)- 
bostemon section Fruticosi Levyns by LJruticosus (L.) Buek.

Buys & Van der Walt (1994) established L  regulareflorus 
(Ker Gaul.) M.H. Buys as the correct name for L  grandiflorus 
(Andr.) Levyns: therefore Lobostemon section Grandiflori 
Levyns is typified by L  regulareflorus (Ker Gawl.) M.H. Buys.
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PODOCARPACEAE

NOTES ON PODOCARPUS  IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND MADAGASCAR

In a recent reconsideration of the taxonomic status of 
various genera of Coniferae in the Podocarpaceae. Page 
(1988) elevated Podocarpus sect. Afrocarpus J. Buchholz
& N.F. Gray to generic rank. Following the interpretation 
of Page (1988), Afrocarpus (J. Buchholz & N.E. Gray) 
C.N. Page is a small genus discontinuously distributed 
from equatorial Africa (Zaire, Ethiopia and Uganda) 
southward to south and southeast Africa and the Cape 
Province of South Africa. This group of tall, evergreen 
trees has been variously included at sectional level in 
the genera Decussocarpus de Laub. and Nageia Gaertn. 
by de Laubenfels (1969. 1987). Of ihe species of Po­
docarpus L' Her. ex Pers. transferred to Afrocarpus by 
Page (1988) only one, A. falcatus (Thunb.) C.N. Page, 
the national tree of South Africa, occurs in southern 
Alrica (Figure 1). The other species of Afrocarpus have 
a more northerly distribution. P. latifolius (Thunb.) R. Br. 
ex Mirb.. P. elongatus (Aiton) L’Hér. ex Pers. and P. 
henkelii Stapf ex Dallim. & A.B. Jacks, were retained in 
Podocarpus.

In this contribution the infrageneric taxonomy of Af­
rican and Madagascan Podocarpus is discussed with spe­
cial reference to the new genus Afrocarpus. Ii is argued

that the reproductive morphological variability encoun­
tered in Podocarpus could best be accommodated at in­
frageneric level and that little purpose would be served 
by elevating Podocarpus sect. Afrocarpus to generic rank 
(Leistner 1966. 1988. 1991; Von Breitenbach 1991).

TAXONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

Podocarpus L'Hér. ex Pers. sens. lot. is represented 
in Africa and Madagascar by three groups of species 
w hich can be briefly characterized as follows:

Group 1 (section Podocarpus sensu de Laub. 1985)

Female cones with 1 or 2 fertile scales fused with the 
cone axis to form a swollen, fleshy, often brightly col­
oured receptacle or podocaipium when mature. This re­
ceptacle is borne on a thin, naked stalk (Figure 2A. B). 
The leaves are mostly hypostomatic and have 3 or 5 resin 
canals. Representatives: P. latifolius (Thunb.) R. Br. ex 
Mirb. (synonym: P. milanjianus Rendle), P. elongatus (Ai­
ton) L'Her. ex Pers.


