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FIGURE 6. —The known geographical distribution of Coelidium vlokii.

vation), who has collected several rare and unknown 
legumes in recent years.

C APE.—3323 (Uniondale): Uniondale commonage, S aspect of 
Fortkoppie, (-C A ), 19-09-1990, Schutte 665 (PRE, holo.; BOL, JRAU, 
K, NBG, iso.), 19-09-1990, Schutte 661-664  (JRAU), 21-09-1991, Schutte 
729 (JRAU); 1 km S of Uniondale, along road in poort, (-C A ), 01-11-1990, 
Vhn Tonder 79 (JRAU).
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FABACEAE

LESSERTIA SNEEUWBERGENSIS, A NEW SPECIES FROM THE MIDDELBURG DISTRICT OF THE CENTRAL CAPE PROVINCE

Lessertia sneeuwbergensis Germishuizen, sp. nov., 
L. cryptanthae Dinter affinis, sed longitudine calycis 
florumque, magnitudine et forme fructus, floribus ex 
axillis foliorum summorum ortis, atque seminis multis in 
quoqe fructu differt.

TYPE.— 3124 (Hanover): Middelburg District, Gordon- 
ville, Sneeuwberge, (—DA), 1952-10-28, Acocks 16536 
(PRE, holo.).

Small, erect annual herb 30—200 mm high. Stems much 
branched from base, yellow-brown, strigose, with scat­
tered white hairs. Taproot slender, simple or branched, 
up to 200 mm long, up to 3 mm thick at base. Stipules 
paired, obliquely ovate, acute, up to 2.0 mm long, white, 
strigose along margins. Leaves variable; leaflets usually 
solitary, terminal, rarely up to 4, in short-stalked, oppo­
site to subopposite pairs, linear, 2.0—12.0 (—14.0) X
1.0-1.5 mm, acute or obtuse at apex, obtuse at base, 
strigose, with white hairs on both surfaces; petioles up 
to 65 mm long, strigose, with scattered white hairs. 
Inflorescence few-flowered, pedunculate axillary raceme, 
bracteate. Bracts broadly ovate, acute, strigose, brown hairs 
intermixed with white hairs, especially at apex and along 
margins; bracteoles present, small, up to 0.5 mm long. 
Flowers small, flower colour not known. Calyx 
campanulate, 3—4 mm long, subequal, 5-toothed, densely 
brown, strigose, with a few white hairs intermixed. Vexil- 
lum broadly obovate, shallowly bilobed, up to 9 X 6 mm, 
glabrous. Wing petals narrowly elliptic, shorter than keel, 
up to 8 x 2 mm, with little sculpturing. Keel petals oblong 
obtuse, up to 9 X 4 mm; auricle and pocket absent. 
Staminal sheath up to 8 mm long, persistent in fruit; 
anthers uniform. Style hooked, with conspicuous tuft of 
white hairs behind stigma, persistent in fruit. Pods inflated, 
broadly oblong ovoid, 14-24 X 9-12 mm, yellow-brown, 
sometimes mottled with purple, glabrous, conspicuously 
veined. Seeds broadly reniform or ‘L^shaped, yellow- 
brown, slightly wrinkled, up to ±  17 per pod. Figure 7.

CAPE.-3124 (Hanover): Oppermanskraal, Sneeuwberge, (-B A ), 
1952-10-28, Acocks 16516 (PRE); Gordonville, Sneeuwberge, (-D A ),

FIGURE 7.—Holotype of Lessertia sneeuwbergensis, Acocks 16536.
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FIGURE 8.—Distribution of Lessertia sneeuwbergensis.

1952-10-28, Acocks 16536 (PRE); Lootsberg Pass, (-D C ), 1947-03-28, 
Acocks 13547 (PRE).

Lessertia sneeuwbergensis is endemic to the Sneeuw- 
berge and Lootsberg of the Middelburg District of the 
central Cape Province (Figure 8). Found mainly in Karroid 
Merx-muellera Mountain Veld of upper southern slopes. 
Fruiting takes place between October and March.

The specific epithet sneeuwbergensis is derived from 
the locality in which this new Lessertia species was 
collected. Acocks collected the type species on the 
southern slopes of the Sneeuwberg Mountain Range.

In 1975, when R. Dahlgren was studying material for 
a revision of the genus Wiborgia, he thought the specimen 
of Acocks 13547 belonged to the genus Lebeckia because 
of its unusual leaves. However, it belongs to the genus 
Lessertia because of its membranous inflated fruits and 
the presence of a tuft of hairs around the stigma.

Lessertia sneeuwbergensis and L. cryptantha closely 
resemble one another, but are separated by a number of 
morphological differences (see Table 1) and by their 
distribution. L. cryptantha occurs in the Klinghardts 
Mountains in central Namibia and L. sneeuwbergensis 
occurs in the Sneeuwberg Mountain range and Lootsberg 
in the central Cape Province.

TABLE 1.—Comparison of morphological characters in Lessertia 
sneeuwbergensis and L. cryptantha

Morphological
character

L. cryptantha L. sneeuwbergensis

calyx length (mm) 2.5 3.4
flower length (mm) 4.5-5.0 9
fruit length (mm) 9 14-24
fruit width (mm) 8 9-12
fruit shape almost spheroid ovoid
seeds per fruit 5 17

flowers borne flowers borne
near ground in upper leaf
level axils
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FABACEAE

CYCLOPIA SQUAMOSA (PODALYRIEAE), A NEW SPECIES FROM THE SOUTHWESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

The genus Cyclopia Vent, is currently under revision. 
A study of the morphological variation within the genus 
indicated the existence of an undescribed species, quite 
unlike any of the 26 taxa recognized by Kies in her treat­
ment of the genus in 1951.

Cyclopia squamosa A.L. Schutte, sp. nov., C. sessi- 
lijlorae Eckl. & Zeyh. affinis sed petiolis prominentibus 
persistentibus, intemodiis perbrevibus, minus quam 1 mm 
longis (petioli inconspicui et intemodia 3 mm vel longiora 
in C. sessiliflora et speciebus omnibus aliis), foliolis linear- 
ibus marginibus valde revolutis (foliolis oblongo-ellipticis 
marginibus tantum subrevolutis in C. sessiliflora), calyce 
bracteisque maioribus (valde minoribus in C. sessi­
liflora) atque pedicellis longioribus (valde brevioribus in
C. sessiliflora) differt.

TYPE.— Cape Province, 3319 (Worcester): Paarl Dis­
trict, Wemmershoek Peak, on cliff and at base of cliff, 
on steep southern slope, (-C C ), 25-10-1981, Esterhuysen 
35695 (BOL, holo.; C, K, S, iso.).

Woody shrubs. Branches rigid, internodes short, less 
than 1 mm long, covered with prominent partially over­
lapping persistent petioles, appearing scale-like, ± gla­
brous; young twigs densely leafy, sparsely villous. Leaves 
alternate, trifoliolate, (8—)14—17(—22) mm long, sparsely 
villous, glabrescent. Leaflets linear, (6—)12—15 (-20) mm 
long, less than 1 mm wide, margins strongly revolute, 
caducous; apex acute, mucronulate; base distinctly 
pulvinate. Petioles flattened, up to 3 x 2  mm, persistent. 
Stipules less than 1 mm long, fused with petiole. Inflores­
cences axillary, single-flowered. Bracts paired, subequal.


