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growing in the same region, as Acocks's specimens also 
revealed.

Besides Z. chrysopteron, a number of other species of 
Zygophyllum (e.g. Z. morgsana, Z. suffruticosum and Z. 
microcarpum) have winged fruits. The fruits of these 
species are larger in size and the structure of their leaves 
is not the same as those of Z. chrysopteron. which are 
bipinnate with broadly obovate to orbicular blades, very 
small in size.

The specific epithet chrysopteron refers to the golden 
yellow colour of the fruits. According to the label of Smook 
& Harding 782. the fruits can be tinged with pink.
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VERBENACEAE

STACHYTARPHETA SPECIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

The genus Stachytarpheta. comprising some 70-100 
species, is found mainly in tropical America. Some species 
have become widely dispersed as weeds in the tropics and 
a few are cultivated as ornamentals. Up till now, only two 
species have been recorded for the FSA region and both 
were presumably introduced. They have been variously, 
and often incorrectly referred to as S. indica, S. jamai- 
censis or S. urticifolia (Ross 1972: Wells et al. 1986: Wel- 
man in Gibbs Russell et al. 1987). Verdcourt is currently 
revising the genus for the FTEA (in press). Using an adapt
ed version of his key. the species found in the FSA region 
can be distinguished as follows:

Corolla-limb 10-20 mm wide; inflorescence-rachis coarse, 
over 5 mm wide when dry (up to 10 mm wide after 
flowering); leaves slightly discolorous. densely velvety
pubescent on lower surface ......................................  5. mutabilis

Corolla-limb usually under 10 mm wide; inflorescence-rachis 
more slender, about 3 mm wide (up to 7 mm wide 
after (lowering); leaves glabrous ..........................  S. urticifolia

S. mutabilis (Jacq.) Vahl is cultivated and occurs as an 
escape from cultivation. It has so far only been recorded 
from the northern and eastern Transvaal.

TRANSVAAL - 2 3 3 0  (Tzaneen): Westfalia (-C A ). Van Wyk 4301 
(PRE). 2430 (Pilgrim's Rest): Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (-A B ). 
Sialmans 754 (PRE). 2530 (Lydenburg): Nelspruit. Westacres suburb

(-B D ). Clarke s.n. PRE 733686(PRE). 2531 (Komatipoort): Witrivier 
(-A C ). Stirton 7277 (PRE).

S. urticifolia (Salisb.) Sims occurs as a naturalized weed 
in the eastern Transvaal and Natal. This taxon was up till 
now referred to as S. indica (L.) Vahl (Ross 1972: 300; 
Welman 1987: 169) but that species does not seem to occur 
as far south.

TRANSVAAL.—2530 (Lydenburg): Nelspruit. Westacres suburb 
(-B D ). Clarke s.n. (PRE); Mataffin ( —BD), Durant LN 1180 (PRE).

NATAL —2931 (Stanger): lower Tugela District. Groutville ( -A D ), 
.ActK'ks 11823 (PRE). 3030 (Port Shepstone): Southbroom (-C B ). Marais 
1149.
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SELAGINACEAE

MICRODON BRACTEATUS-T H E  CORRECT NAME FOR M LUCIDUS

Thunberg (1794) named one of his collections from 
southern Africa Selago bracteata Thunb. Ventenat (1804) 
described and illustrated other material of the same species 
and named it Selago lucidus Vent. When Choisy (1823) 
described his new genus Microdon Choisy, he recognized 
that the plant that Ventenat had drawn should be included 
in Microdon and therefore made the combination Microdon 
lucidus (Vent.) Choisy. Taxonomists, such as Walpers 
(1844) and Rolfe (1884). followed Choisy and retained his 
combination. The earliest epithet, however, is that of Thun
berg and thus the correct combination is made below.

Microdon hracteatus (Thunb.) I.H. Hartley comb, 
nov. Type: Cape Province, without precise locality. Thun
berg s.n. (microfiche I DC 13904).

Selago bracteata Thunb.: 100 (1794); Thunb.: 465 (1823).

Selago lucidus Vent.: t. 26 (1804). Microdon lucidus (Vent.) Choisy: 
97 (1823); E. Mey.: 253 (1835); Drege: 76. 77. 202 (1843); Choisy: 22 
(1848): Walpers: 168 (1844); Rolfe: 354(1884); Rolfe: 175 (1901). Icono
type: Ventenat. Jardin de la Malmaison: t. 26 (1804).
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FIGURE 4 —Amphuhalea rostra,a (RI-R10) and A tom enm a  (T1-T9) showing the differences between the two species: R1 & Tl. flowers in 
lateral v.ew (note the cucullate standard petal and squarrose w.ng petal in A  rostra,ay, R2 & T2, leaves in abaxial view (note the revolute 
margm and primevestiture >n A. ^ ~ ) . R 3 & T 3 ,  calyces opened out with the upper lobes to the left, vestiture not shown; R4 & T4W 
standard petals IR5 wing petals R6&  T6, keel petals. R? & T7, stamens; R8 & T8. pistils; R9 & T9, bracts; RIO, flowering branch. 
R1-R10 from Oliver 8752 in STE; T1-T9 from Schutte 327 in JRAU; scale in mm.
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FABACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF AMPHITHALEA (LIPARIEAE)

In a recent revision of the genus Amphithalea Eckl. & 
Zeyh., Granby (1985) recognized twenty species and four 
subspecies. A distinct new species has been discovered 
since.

Amphithalea rostrata A.L Schulte & B-E. van M i. 
species insignis carina rostrata. vexillo cucullato, aliis 
squarrosis, flore vinoso et foliis revolutis pilosis, a 
speciebus nobis notis bene distincta.

TY PE.— Cape. 3419 (Caledon): Carruthers Hill. SE of 
Pearly Beach ( - DA), 10.06.1985. Oliver 8752 (STE. holo.; 
PRE.' iso.).

A diffuse shrublet. up to 0,6 m tall. Branches sparsely 
leafy with scars left from fallen leaves, ± glabrous; young 
twigs thin and slender, densely leafy, pilose. Leaves 
alternate, simple, ovate to broadly ovate with strongly 
revolute margins; blade (4.5-)7.0-10.0 x (2 .0 -)3 .5 -5 .0  
mm; petiole very short, less than 0.5 mm long: apex acute: 
base rounded or somewhat cordate; densely pilose 
abaxially, sparsely so adaxially. Stipules absent. Inflores
cences single-flowered, axillary, condensed to 1 —2( —4)- 
tlowered terminal nodding capitula. Bracts linear. 2 .5-3 .0  
mm long. Bracteoles absent. Flowers subsessile, 7 -8  mm 
long, dark maroon-red. Calyx 5.5 mm long, purplish, with 
the upper two lobes fused much higher up: lateral and 
lower sinuses nearly of equal depth, the lateral ones 
slightly deeper; lobes triangular, acuminate to somewhat 
caudate; densely pilose. Standard 8.0-8.5 x 4 .0 -4 .5  mm. 
ovate with the upper part cucullate; apex mucronate; base 
cordate; claw very short, less than 0.5 mm long. Wing 
petals shorter than the keel. 6 .0-6.5 mm long, oblong to 
narrowly oblong, auriculate, distinctly pocketed, apical 
part of the lamina curved downwards; sculpturing upper 
basal, 3 rows of transcostal lamellae; claw 1.5-2.0 mm 
long. Keel petals 7,0-7,5 mm long, semicircular, with the 
distal part hidden in the upper part of the standard, 
auriculate, pocketed; apex distinctly rostrate: claw 1.0-1,5 
mm long. Stamens 8 .0-8.5 mm long; diadelphous, 
vexillary stamen free, the others fused for ± half the 
length; anthers uniform in size. Pistil 5.5 mm long, sessile; 
style strongly curved upwards, glabrous; ovary with a 
single ovule, densely sericeous. Fruit and seed unknown. 
Figure 4.

The flower structure of A. rostrata is comparable only 
to that of A. tomentosa. These two species are the only 
ones with a rostrate keel, a mucronate standard and oblong 
wing petals. A. rostrata differs in the strongly revolute leaf 
margins (leaves flat in A. tomentosa). the pilose vestiture

(silky-canescent in A. tomentosa), the maroon-coloured 
flowers (yellow in A. tomentosa), the cordate standard 
(oblong in A. tomentosa) and the absence of protuberances 
at the apices of the keel and wing petals (see Figure 4). 
Unlike all other species of Amphithalea, the upper part 
of the standard petal is cucullate (not recurved or straight) 
and the wing petals are distinctly squarrose (not straight) 
and shorter than the keel (not as long or longer than the 
keel).

A. rostrata was discovered by Mr E.G.H. Oliver of the 
Stellenbosch Herbarium. We thank him for directing us 
to the only known locality, which is at Carruthers Hill, 
south-east of Pearly Beach (Figure 5). The population 
occurs amongst fy nbos on a sandy and stony south-facing 
slope, at 120 m above sea level.

FIGURE 5 .—The known geographical distribution of Amphithalea
rostrata

CAPE. — 3419 (Caledon): Carruthers Hill. SE of PearK Beach (—DA), 
10.06.1985. Oliver 8752 (STE. holo.; PRE. iso ). 13111989. Van 2896 
(JRAU).
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