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CONVOLVULACEAE

Bothalia 20,2 (1990)

THE CORRECT ORTHOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR CITATION OF FALCKIA

The genus Falckia Thunb. consists of three species and 
is restricted to Africa. It is always cited as Falkia L.f. 
Meeuse (1957: 658) discussed the historical background 
of the publication of the genus, based on Thunberg’s col­
lection and observations. He followed the contemporary 
assumption that Supplementum plantarum of the younger 
Linnaeus had been published earlier than the first part of 
Thunberg’s Nova genera plantarum, a dissertation defend­
ed by C.F. Homstedt. As to Falkia, this has been accept­
ed by Farr et al. (1979) and Gibbs Russell (1984) as well. 
However, it has been established since, that Thunberg's 
publication dates from 24 November 1781, whereas Sup­
plementum plantarum was not published before April 1782 
(Stafleu & Cowan 1981: 112). These publication dates re­
store historical ‘justice’ in the orthography and author ci­
tation of Falckia Thunb. Thunberg cited in the protologue 
‘Act Lund.’, this probably refers to ‘Beskrifning pa et nytt 
slágte uti ort-riket, kalladt Falckia', Physiogr. Salsk. Hand I. 
1.4: 303 t.4 f.3, which was only published in 1786.

Falckia Thunb., Nova genera plantarum 1: 17. 14 Nov. 
1781. Type species: Falckia repens Thunberg, ibidem

(descriptio generico-specifica); lectotype: Thunberg, Cape 
of Good Hope, Convolvulus falckia, UPS-THUNB 4455.

Orth, var.: Falkia L. f.. Supplementum plantarum 30: 211, April 1782. 
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POACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF ERAGROSTIS (CHLORIDEAE) IN THE E. CURVUIA ALLIANCE

E ragrostis comptonii De Winter, sp. nov., E. 
planiculmi affinis sed culmis teretibus gracilibus nervosis, 
non complanatis, caespite basin systemate ramoso 
rhizomatum brevium, inflorescentia apertiori, ramulis 
ultimis patentibus, spiculis (2)3 vel 4(5)-floris differt. 
Gregi E. curvulae affinis, ut ab hybridis putativis inter 
taxa duo indicatum.

T Y P E . — Swaziland, 2631 (Mbabane), hill NE of Mba­
bane, alt. 4000' (555,2 m), 13.3.1957, Compton 26766 
(PRE, holo.; NBG, Swaziland Herbarium, iso ).

This species is named in honour of Prof. R.H. Compton 
who has contributed more than any other person to the 
expansion of the knowledge of the flora of Swaziland, and 
by whom the type specimen as well as several other 
specimens of this new species was collected.

Perennial up to 1,1 rn high (usually about 700 mm), 
forming dense, fine-leaved tufts from a system of short, 
branched, knotty rhizomes, densely clothed by short 
cataphylls. Culms thin to very slender, 1,0 to 1,5 mm in 
diameter, glabrous, strictly erect, wiry. Nodes (4—)8 or 
9 per culm, hidden by the leaf sheaths. Internodes 3 or 
4, basal ones very short ( 4 -6  mm) increasing abruptly 
in length upwards, the upper about 100 mm long, glabrous. 
Leaves 4 —9, borne mainly on the culms. Leaf sheaths 
increasing in length upwards on the culm, much longer 
than the internode it subtends, glabrous. Collar incon­
spicuous, the blade rather gradually merging into the

sheath. Auricles very finely scabrid on the margin, pallid 
or purplish. Ligule a very short fine line of bristly hairs. 
Leaf blades up to 500 mm long, usually 300 -4 0 0  mm; 
when expanded up to 4 mm wide at the base; mostly 
convolute, the rolled leaf very narrow, ending in a filiform 
apex; glabrous and smooth abaxially, very finely and 
densely scabrid adaxially; primary nerves up to 11, 
alternating with (2)3 or 4 secondary nerves; strongly raised 
adaxially and scabrid with very fine spines. Inflorescence 
a diffuse open panicle, with green or purplish, filiform, 
glabrous or finely scabrid branches; branches patent, the 
spikelets borne terminally and discretely (not clustered). 
Spikelets borne on filiform pedicels (3)4 — 8 mm long; 
(2)3 or 4(-6)-flowered. Glumes somewhat unequal to 
subequal; 1-nerved, firmly membranous, boat-shaped, 
lanceate in outline, ±  1,5 mm long; apex acute. Lemmas 
gunmetal-grey, 1,25 — 1,50 mm long, 3-nerved, boat­
shaped, broadly ovate in outline with a subacute apex. 
Palea ± 1,25—1,50 mm long, greyish, submembranous, 
bicarinate, the keels curved. Lodicules 2, ± 0 ,3  mm long, 
fleshy, truncate. Stamens 3; anthers ± 1 mm long, linear, 
yellow. Pistil ±  0,8 mm long; ovary ovoid; styles 2; 
stigmas narrowly and sparsely plumose. Caryopsis ovoid 
to ovoid-oblate, 0,8 — 1,0 mm long, dark chestnut-brown, 
semitranslucent; embryo nearly half the length of the 
grain, broadly oblong in outline; hilum basal, puntiform.

SWAZILAND.—2631 (Mbabane): Malolotja Nature Reserve, 
10.3.1986 (-A A ), Braun 60 (PRE); 22 km NE of Mbabane on road to 
Mapalaleni (-A A ), De Winter 9816 (cult, in PHBG) (PRE); hill NE 
of Mbabane. 2.3.1959 (-A C ), Compton 28551 (PRE); hill NE of
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Mbabane, shade of rocks, 20.2.1958 ( — AC). Compton 27551 (PRE); hill 
NE of Mbabane, 5.4.1965 (-A C ). Compton s.n.; 7 km NE of junction 
of Mbabane-Manzini roads on the Tea Road. 12.6.1985 ( — AC), De Winter 
9877 (cult, in PNBG) (PRE).

The presently known distribution of the species is 
limited to Swaziland in the vicinity of Mbabane. Its 
ecology is poorly known. Judging from the notes on 
specimens it tends to favour somewhat shady places such 
as at the foot of rocks or on forest margins.

There are strong indications from studies of populations 
in the field that E. comptonii hybridizes with E. curvula 
sens. lat. The presence of short knotty rhizomes in 
'typical' specimens of E. comptonii, a feature which is 
relatively rare in the genus and always absent in E. cunula, 
first drew attention to the existence of this species. Many 
of the specimens collected near the type locality are 
intermediate between the two species. This may be part 
of the explanation for the occurrence of forms of E. cunula  
with thin wiry very erect culms which occur in the 
Mbabane area in Swaziland. The habitats favoured by E. 
comptonii, seem to be partially shady, relatively moist and 
relatively stable, whereas the putative hybrids are found 
in disturbed areas, as is usual for most populations of 
Eragrostis curvula sens. lat. More intensive investigations 
into the variable populations of E. curvula in the eastern 
highlands are needed, particularly concerning certain E. 
curvula forms which have lax open inflorescences. 
Eragrostis planiculmis Nees, a species known to hybridize 
with E. curvula sens, lat., has lax, open, nebulous 
inflorescences with slender spikelets and very robust 
flattened culms unlike those of the putative hybrids. The 
distribution of the aberrant forms, moreover, is discordant 
with the wider area of overlap of the distribution of E. 
curvula sens. lat. and E. planiculmis. E. planiculmis is 
therefore an unlikely candidate parent.

Another species regarded as a putative parent which 
could have contributed to the lax open inflorescences 
of E. curvula sens. lat. by hybridization, namely E. 
chloromelas. has a present day distribution which makes 
the possibility of a link with the eastern highland forms 
very remote.

Before the discovery of E. comptonii the origin of these 
forms with lax inflorescences and wiry culms was 
therefore, very puzzling. E. comptonii, on the other 
hand, possesses all the features necessary to explain 
both the distribution and the particular pattern of variability 
of E. curvula sens. lat. in certain parts of the eastern 
highlands. The hypothesis that E. comptonii played a 
role in the establishment of E. curvula types with wiry 
culms and open inflorescences in the Mbabane and 
adjacent areas of the eastern highlands should be tested 
experimentally.

Examples of putative hybrids between E. cur\’ula sens, 
lat. and E. comptonii are De Winter 9813, 9811 and 
9812. The first closely resembles E. comptonii but lacks 
rhizomes, whereas 9811 and 9812 are progressively more 
like E. curvula. Dlamini s.n .., collected on 5.4.1965, also 
has intermediate characters.

The description of this species forms part of the study 
of the Eragrostis curvula complex, which is being under­
taken by the author and a number of collaborators.
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CUCURBITACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF CITRULLUS (BENINCASEAE) FROM THE NAMIB DESERT. NAMIBIA

C itrullus rehmii De Winter sp. nov., C. lanato 
(Thunb.) Matsumura & Nakai affinis, a quo floribus 
minoribus, seminibus minoribus atrobrunneis et Iructibus 
atroviridibus subtiliter salmoneo-maculosis differt. A C. 
ecirrhoso Cogn. et C. colocynthidi (L.) Schrad. habitu 
annuo non perenne, atque superficie fructuum subtiliter 
maculosa differt.

TYPE. — Namibia, near Ugab River on road from Uis 
to Welwitschia (KhorixasJ, near small 'Inselberge’ of red 
granite on sandy flats, 28.3.1963, De Winter & Hardy 8127 
(PRE, holo.; K. NBG, WIND, iso.).

Monoecious, creeping, herbaceous annual producing 
procumbent stems radiating from a central taprcx)t. Mature 
vegetative parts coarsely seabrid with bristly hairs; young 
parts densely covered with a mixture of bristly , bulbous- 
based, glasslike, sharp-pointed, septate hairs and yellow­
ish, blunt, glandular hairs with a somewhat granular

appearance; bulbous bases of bristles increase in size as 
vegetative parts mature, becoming opaque and white and 
the glandular hairs largely disappear. Stems simple or 
branched, 0 .3 -2  m long, sparsely to densely bristly, rough 
to the touch. Leaves petiolate; petioles sparsely bristly, 
(10—)30(—70) mm long; leaf blade triangular-cordate to 
broadly cordate in outline, (50—)60( 120) x  (30—)50 
(—60) mm, deeply dissected into 3—5 lobes, each lobe 
strongly undulate and sinuous on the margin or deeply 
lobed, usually very densely covered with bulbous-based 
hairs on the lower surface, upper surface glabrous except 
for bristles on the veins, on and near the leaf margin. 
Tendrils very "slender, one at each node, bifurcate or 
rarely simple, branches strongly coiled. Flowers solitary, 
axillary, yellow, pedicellate. Male flowers articulated to 
the peduncle at the base of the receptacle; receptacle semi­
hyaline, 2 - 3  mm deep. Calyx lobes firm, green, linear.
2 - 3  mm long, bristly on the outside. Corolla shallowly 
saucer-shaped 17-20 mm in diameter when open, lobes


